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Embargo 9 October 2009
DRAFT BEGA AND BROGO RIVERS WATER SHARING PLAN NOW ON EXHIBITION

NSW Water Minister, Phillip Costa, today asked local farmers, industry groups and the wider
community to comment on the draft Bega and Brogo Rivers water sharing plan for the area’s
unregulated rivers and alluvial groundwater.

Minister Costa said the draft plan provided a balance for water users and the environment.

“Unregulated rivers and alluvial groundwater aquifers are extremely valuable to the people of
NSW,” Mr Costa said.

“Our coastal rivers are home to some of the state’s most significant ecosystems, and the bulk
of our aquatic biodiversity.

“Just as importantly, they support a burgeoning coastal population, possess invaluable
estuarine areas, and sustain significant irrigation industries.

“The draft Bega and Brogo Rivers water sharing plan covers the coastal catchments from the
Bega River estuary and tributaries to the Upper Brogo River and Upper Bemboka, including
Tanatawangalo and Candelo Creeks. The major towns of Bega and Bemboka are included in
the scope of the Plan.

“The draft macro water sharing plan was developed after targeted consultation with key
stakeholder groups.

“This is the next of a series of macro water sharing plans being prepared across the state for
unregulated rivers and alluvial groundwater to be placed on public exhibition.

“Unregulated rivers and alluvial groundwater play an important role in providing water for the
long-term security for local farming, industries, towns and the environment. If the water
resources are under threat, so are they.

“Incorporating the regulated Brogo and Bega Rivers releases from Brogo Dam in the draft Plan
recognises the interaction between all three potential water sources to ensure healthy river
systems in the Bega and Brogo catchments.

“Once finalised, the water sharing plan will be in place for ten years, giving security and
certainty for water users and the environment.”

The draft Plan is on public exhibition for a period of 40 days from today until 16 November
2009.

Copies of the draft plan, background document to the draft plan, a guide to the plan, water
source report cards and submission forms can be obtained from:

o NSW Office of Water, Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water - Suite 2,
Bega Centre, 106 Auckland Street, Bega Phone 02 6491 8200

e www.water.nsw.gov.au



The draft water sharing plan can be viewed at the following locations:
e Southern Farm Supplies, 71 — 73 Auckland Street, Bega

e Southern Farm Supplies, Snowy Mountains Highway, Bemboka
e Bega Valley Shire Council, Zingel Place, Bega

Public information sessions will be held at the following locations:

¢ Bega Bowling Club, 83 Gipps Street, Bega, Tuesday 20th October 2009, 11:00 am to
12:30 pm

How to make a submission:
Email: bbwsp@dnr.nsw.gov.au
Post: Andrew Craig

NSW Office of Water

Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water
PO Box 53

Wollongong NSW 2520
Fax: 02 4224 9730 (Attention: Andrew Craig)

Media contact: Claire March 0403 937 849



